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a) accepting input of the characters of the message; 

b) evaluating the message by comparing the characters of the message to a 
predetermined set of candidate character sets to determine a match between the 
predetermined set of candidate character sets and the message; and 

c) selecting a best matph between the message and the candidate character 

sets. 

2. The method of claiA^J ^herein the comparing of step (b) comprises the step 
of comparing each charactej&Whe message to an entry for each of the candidate 
character sets in a character tablV bank. 

3. The methockof claim 2, wherein the step of comparing each character 
comprises the step ofttesting the ability of each candidate character set to express that 
character by performiAg a logical mask between a universal code for that character 
and an indicator in the character table bank indicating whether each of the candidate 
character sets contains that character. 

4. The method ot claim 3, wherein the universal code is Unicode. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of (d) computing a total 
number of chapters matehed to each of the candidate character sets. 

6. The method of^awS, wherein the step of (c) selecting a best match 
comprises selecting the bes\ match based upon the total number of characters matched 
to each of the candidate chatecter sets. 

7. The method of claim fc, further comprising the step of (e) applying a weighting 
factor to at least one of the total number of characters matched. 

A system for evaluating characters in a message, comprising: 
an input interface\o accept an input of the characters of the message; and 
a processor unit, connected to the input interface, the processor unit evaluating 
the message by comparing the characters of the message to a predetermined set of 
candidate character sets to determine a match between the predetermined set of 
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candidate character sets and the message, and selecting a best match between the 
message and the candidate character sets. 

9. The system of claim 8, whdreijpthe processor unit compares each character of 
the message to an entry for each ofthV candidate character sets in a character table 
bank. \ 

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the processor unit tests the ability of each 
candidate character set to express that character by performing a logical mask between 
a universal code for that character and an indicator in the character table bank 
indicating whether each of the candidate character sets contains that character. 

V N 

1 1. The system of claijm 10, wherein the universal code is Unicode. 

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the processor unit computes a total number of 
characters matched to eaplfoiKtlie candidate character sets. 

13. The system of claim 12/wherein the processor unit selects the best match 
based upon the total number oi^characters matched to each of the candidate character 
sets. 

14. The system of claim 13, ^dierein the processor unit applies a weighting factor 
to at least one of the total number &f characters matched. 

A system for evaluating characters in a message, comprising: 
input interface means to accept an input of the characters of the message; and 
processor means! connected to the input interface means, the processor means 
evaluating the message by comparing the characters of the message to a 
predetermined set of candidate character sets to determine a match between the 
predetermined set of candidate character sets and the message, and selecting a best 
match between the message and the candidate character sets. 

16. The system of claim 15, wheretotijj^rocessor means compares each character 
w _ dfui^candi 
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of the message to an entry for each dfm^andidate character sets in a character table 



y 17. The system of claim 16, wherein the processor means tests the ability of each 
candidate character set to express that character by performing a logical mask between 
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a universal code for that character and an indicator in the character table bank 
indicating whether each of tne candidate character sets contains that character. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the universal code is Unicode. 

19. The system o^ claim 15, wherein the processor means computes a total number 
of characters matched^) each of the candidate character sets. 

20. The system q|fc\ajin 19, wherein the processor means selects the best match 
based upon the total ^uriiber of characters matched to each of the candidate character 
sets. 

21. The system of clairp 20, wherein the processor means applies a weighting 
factor to at least one of the ftjtal number of characters matched. 

^22T* A storage medium for storing machine readable code, the machine readable 
code being executable to evaluate characters in an electronic message according to the 
steps of: 

a) accepting an input of the characters of the message; 

b) evaluatingNtfie message by comparing the characters of the message to 
a predetermined set of candidate character sets to determine a match between the 
predetermined set of candidate\haracter sets and the message; and 

c) selecting a best matqh between the message and the candidate character 

sets. 

23. The storage medium of claim 2£, wherein the comparing of step (b) comprises 
the step of comparing each charactjw^pf the message to an entry for each of the 
candidate character sets in the character table bank. 

The mediuimof claim 23, wherein the step of comparing each character 
comprises the step oftesting the ability of each candidate character set to express that 
character by performing a logical mask between a universal code for that character 
and an indicator in the character table bank indicating whether each of the candidate 
character sets contains tha\ character. 

25. The storage medium ofc^^ 24, wherein the universal code is Unicode. 
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26. The storage medium o ' claim 22, wherein the steps further comprise the step 
of (d) computing a total number of characters matched to each of the candidate 
character sets. 

27. The storage mediuHr^ffcIkim 26, wherein the step of (c) selecting a best match 
comprises selecting the nest maKlTBksed upon the total number of characters matched 
to each of the candidate charact^^ets. 

28. The storage medium of claim 27, further comprising the step of (e) applying a 
weighting factor to at least one of the total number of characters matched. 




